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SCIENTISTS think they've worked out what gorillas are trying to
say when they beat their chests.

Apparently it's all about size!

Scientists watched and recorded 25 male gorillas in Volcanoes National Park,
Rwanda.

By listening to the recordings, they studied how long the chest beating goes
on for, the speed of the beats and the type of sound made.

When the experts compared the noises made by different sized gorilas, they
discovered that larger males made a lower sound when they beat their chests
than smaller males. The speed and length of the drumming was not linked

to size.

Gorllas only live in a handful of countries tn central Africa
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Sound is a useful way for gorillas to identify themselves in dense forest, where
the thick vegetation can make it hard to see each other.

Male gorillas compete to lead the troop and have young. The scientists think
the chest beats may be a way of communicating their size and power.

Edward Wright, one of the authors of the research, explained that often, the
gorillas beat their chest but don't fight.

He explains that a smaller gorilla might hear the low beats coming from
another male and decide: “Right, you are bigger. There is no point in me.
fighting you because T am likely to lose. T am likely to get injured. This is not
good for me and so I am just going to retreat.”
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Questions on: ‘Say what?’

1) In which African country were the gorilas studied? 5) What is the name of a group of gorillas?

[ Uganda | [ Nigeria | [ Rwanda

6) Why might it be useful for the gorillas to communicate
using sound?
2) Can you find three ways the scientists studied the chest
beating recordings?

7) Who is quoted in the report?

3) What did the scientists compare?

) Why do you think that larger gorillas make lower sounds?
You aren’t told the answer, make your own suggestions.
4) What was the main discovery of the research?





