[image: ]


[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ]
image1.png
Four Stories

0th April - 6th May 2021

ANIMAL NEWS

PLANS are being drawn up to make it the law for all pet cats to be
microchipped.

It is part of the Government’ drive to tackle a big increase in pet theft.

Lots of people chose to get cats and dogs during lockdown. The increase in
demand caused prices to rocket. The most expensive breeds, such as Bengal cats,
can cost thousands of pounds. An increase in pet theft has sadly followed.

A microchip is a tiny device the size of a grain of rice that is put underneath the
skin of an animal by a vet — it doesn't hurt. The chip can be scanned to reveal
a unique ID number. This can be looked up on a computer to reveal the owner's
name, phone number and address.

Its hoped that if all cats are microchipped it will help to reduce theft and
reunite owners with their stolen pets. Puppies already have to be microchipped.
Anew law in 2016 said they must be microchipped by the time they are eight
weeks old.

The cat microchip plan s supported by vets, charities such as Cats Protection and.
rescue centres. Surveys have shown the public are also overwhelmingly in favour.

There are an estimated 2.6 million cats in the UK that aren't microchipped. If the
law goes ahead, cat owners could face a fine of £500 for having a cat that isn't  FNUEELES
microchipped.
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Questions on: ‘Chip plan for cats’

Issue 776

1) Which sentence explains the news correctly?

7) Find the numbers.

(] From now on, cats have to be microchipped by law.

Cats have had to be microchipped since 2016.

(] A new law about microchipping cats has been proposed.

2) Why has the Government suggested this new law?

3) Why has the price of cats and dogs gone up?

4) Can you find the words that tell you the price of pets has
gone up sharply?

5) What do you find out about Bengal cats?

) Why has a microchip been compared to a grain of rice?

(] million cats in the UK are not microchipped.

©® A new law saying that pupples have to be microchipped
came into force in

® Puppies have to be microchipped before they are
weeks old.

© If people don’t get their pets microchipped, they could be
punished with a £ fine.

2) At the moment, the Government is asking people what they
think about this idea. They will then decide whether to create a
new law.

What do you think, will the Government make this a new law, or
not? Explain your reasons.





