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UKNEWS

BIRMINGHAM

© Car park canvas

A giant mural has been unveiled on the roof of a
car park in Digbeth, Birmingham.

Joshua Billingharm, also known as
Gent 48, was asked to paint the ‘Be Bold, Be
Birmingham’ artwork. It is part of the city centre
redevelopment.

“I didn't do so well at school, but I was always
passionate about drawing and painting,” revealed
Joshua.

He added, “It shows that if you stick at
something and you're passionate, it can pay off
for you”

It took eight days to complete the mural

BRISTOL

© Guided running

For the first time, Bristol is holding a race
especially for blind people and people who see very
little.

Each blind runner has a guide who runs alongside

The 10 kilometre run will be part of the Great
Bristol Run weekend in September.

Blind runner Chris Blackabee (above) said running
gives him “a real taste of freedom” as well as
boosting his physical and mental health.

The village is situated
n Loch Tay

-

© Haunted village up for sale

The Old Village of Lawers in Scotland is up for
sale for £125,000 — what a bargain! But theres
a catch - it s said to be haunted by a 17th-
century ghost!

Rumour has it that the Lady of Lawers still
watches over the village. She predicted that the
village church would collapse and it did, in a
thunderstorm!

Whoever snaps up the spooky site will become
the owners of ancient ruins, woodland and a
private beach on beautiful Loch Tay,
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Questions on: ‘UK news’

1) Match the headline to the correct location.

Haunted village up for sale
Car park canvas
" Guded g

Look at the news from Birmingham.

2) Find the facts about this public work of art.

The name of the artwork:

Look at the news from Perthshire.

4) Find three — or possibly four — things you get if you buy the
0ld Village of Lawers.

5) What does ‘there’s a catch’ mean here?

G there’s a ghost
[ there’s a hidden problem
[ theres an old lock

What has been painted:.

The two names of the artist:

3) Look at Joshua's words.
Which sentence summarises his message?

[] Don't worry about working hard at school, you can
still succeed.

(") Everyone can be a great artist if you just keep trying.

D Find what you love, work hard and who knows what
might happen.

6) Find two groups of words that tell you the ghost is not a fact!

Look at the news from Bristol.
7) What do the guides do in this race?
8) Try to imagine, if you can, what it might feel like to be blind.

Why do you think Chris says that running gives him a
“taste of freedom”?
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BIG NEWS

Two accidents at sea have hit the headlines
around the world this week.

In Sri Lanka, hundreds of dead animals have washed
up following a huge fire on a cargo ship.

The X-Press Pearl was carrying oil and dangerous
chemicals when it caught fire in May and sank in
June. Since then, 176 turtles, 20 dolphins and four
whales have been found dead

Many people are concerned that pollution from the
accident could be a danger to wildiife for many years
to come

The accident is now being investigated. The ship's
crew have said they were aware of a leak on board.
They said that two countries refused to let them dock
and this is why they carried on to Sri Lanka.

Meanwhil, in the Gulf of Mexico, a huge fire erupted
in the sea when an underwater pipeline burst.

Pemex, the oil company that owns the pipeline,
said the blaze had been caused by a gas leak. It
added that no-one had been hurt and it would be
investigating what happened. Its not known if marine
wildlife was affected

Video of the huge, swirling “eye of fire” was widely
shared on the internet; many said it looked like
something out of a movie. The flames took more than
five hours to put out
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Questions on: ‘Fires at sea threaten wildlife’

1) In which two parts of the world have there been fires at sea?

2) What is, or rather was, the X-Press Pear(?

3) What happened to it in:

May?

June?

4) Why is this accident in the news again now, in July?

5) The crew have said that “two countries refused to let them
dock”. What does this mean? Why is it an important fact?

6) Why do you think so many creatures have died because of this
accident?

7) Who or what is Pemex?

8) What information tells you that this was a large, serious gas
leak? Find the evidence.





