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What is the past perfect tense?

The past perfect tense is used to talk about a completed action before something else in the past.
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Past Present Future

It differs from the past simple tense which talks about an event that happened and ended in the

past. It also differs from the past progressive tense which talks about an action in progress in
the past.

Past simple Past progressive
The Titanic sank. The Titanic was sinking.

Past perfect
The Titanic had sunk after hitting an iceberg.
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How do you form the past perfect tense?

The past perfect tense is really easy to form. Take a ook at some of the examples below:

to have + past participle

had + sunk

had + hit
had + escaped ﬁ Regular
verbs +ed
ot ast participle
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phraselverb form is = This part of the verb
called the auxiliary phraselverb form is
called the main verb.

verb. This means it helps
main verb make sense.
It's a helper!

This is the main action
being carried out.
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When forming the past perfect tense, you use ‘to have’ + the past participle. These two
ingredients are both verbs. Because of this, both verbs together can be called either a ‘verb

form’ or a ‘verb phrase’.

Identifying the past perfect tense
Tick one box in each example where the past perfect tense has been used:
Kim ran across the field after she had Shirley danced and had a great time.
escaped from the prison. The police officer’s patrol had just
The boy had two different pencils. started when the crime occurred.
Mum had a new handbag. The chef cooked the scrumptious meal.
The choir was singing. The ship was sinking.
The cars were beeping their horns.
Too many people had it.
The kettle had boiled moments before
the doorbell rang.
The crowd cheered for the band.





